GOSPEL OF LUKE 1:1-26


A. Introduction to the Gospel of Luke
Luke opens with a polished, scholarly sentence in the original Greek (Luke 1:1–4). But after that refined introduction, he shifts into everyday language—the kind used in homes, markets, and streets. It’s as if Luke is saying: “This is historically credible and carefully researched… but written so ordinary people can actually understand Jesus.” Luke’s goal isn’t to impress readers with style—it’s to make Christ clear.
1. (1–2) Luke acknowledges earlier accounts of Jesus
“Inasmuch as many have taken in hand… a narrative…” (Luke 1:1–2)
a. “Many have taken in hand…”
Luke writes knowing other accounts of Jesus already exist. This may include the Gospels we know (like Matthew and Mark) and possibly other written collections or biographies that circulated early on.
b. “Those things… fulfilled among us”
These weren’t vague rumors—Luke points to events Christians already recognized as God’s promises coming true. By the time Luke wrote, believers had heard Jesus’ story repeatedly through oral testimony and written records.
c. “Eyewitnesses and ministers of the word”
Luke stresses that the story didn’t grow out of legend. It came from people who saw it, lived it, and taught it—those who were there “from the beginning,” including the apostles and other direct witnesses. Luke’s message is simple: Christian faith is anchored in real history, not spiritual fiction.

2. (3–4) Luke explains why he is writing
“It seemed good to me also… to write… an orderly account…” (Luke 1:3–4)
a. “It seemed good to me also…”
Luke wasn’t an original eyewitness, but he doesn’t treat that as a weakness. He presents himself as a careful investigator who gathered testimony and traced events thoroughly.
b. “An orderly account”
Luke aims for clarity, structure, and completeness. He gives the most “full storyline” feel of all four Gospels—moving from early announcements (John the Baptist and Jesus) to the ascension.
Luke especially highlights:
· God’s welcome to outsiders (including Gentiles)
· Women, children, and the overlooked
· Prayer (with several moments unique to Luke)
· The Holy Spirit and joy
· The “good news” as a recurring theme (Luke + Acts)
c. “Most excellent Theophilus”
The title suggests Theophilus may have been a person of status, likely someone educated and possibly connected to Roman administration. Either way, Luke writes so he (and all readers) can have certainty—not just inspiration—about what they’ve been taught.

B. The Announcement of John the Baptist’s Birth
1. (5–7) The setting and the couple God chooses
Luke roots the story in real time: “in the days of Herod, king of Judea.” Herod was famous for impressive projects—and infamous for ruthless paranoia.
Then Luke introduces real people:
· Zacharias, a priest
· Elizabeth, from Aaron’s line
They were faithful and obedient, yet carried a deep grief: no child, and now “well advanced” in years. Luke shows something important early: righteous people can still live with long, aching disappointments.

2. (8–10) Zacharias’ once-in-a-lifetime temple moment
Zacharias is chosen by lot to burn incense—an honor many priests never received.
Inside the holy place, the incense rose as a picture of prayer, while crowds outside prayed silently. The atmosphere was weighty: a sacred duty, a sacred space, and a man likely praying for his nation, for deliverance, for Messiah.

3. (11–17) Gabriel’s message
An angel appears—standing near the altar—and Zacharias is shaken with fear (which is exactly how Scripture often describes angelic encounters).
Gabriel tells him:
· Your prayer has been heard
· Elizabeth will bear a son
· Name him John
· John will be set apart, Spirit-filled, and will prepare hearts for the Lord
The angel connects John’s mission to Elijah-like ministry—bold repentance, turning hearts back to God, and repairing what’s broken in families and communities.

4. (18–20) Zacharias doubts—and becomes mute
Zacharias asks for proof: “How shall I know this?”
It’s not that he hates the promise—he’s just too worn down to trust something that big.
Gabriel answers with authority: “I am Gabriel… I stand in the presence of God.” In other words: This isn’t a rumor. This is heaven’s announcement.
Zacharias is made mute—not because God canceled the promise, but because unbelief dulled his ability to participate in the joy of it. The miracle still comes. The silence is the consequence.

5. (21–23) The crowd realizes something happened
Zacharias comes out unable to speak. People immediately assume he has seen a vision. The priest who should have blessed the people can only gesture—his body communicating what his voice cannot.

6. (24–25) Elizabeth conceives
God keeps the promise. Elizabeth withdraws for a season—not to hide shame, but likely to worship, process, and treasure what God has done. Her words are full of healing: God has removed her “reproach.”

C. The Announcement of Jesus’ Birth
1. (26–27) Gabriel comes to Nazareth and Mary
Gabriel is sent again—this time not to Jerusalem’s temple, but to a small, unimpressive village: Nazareth. God’s greatest work often arrives through places and people others would overlook.
Mary is:
· a virgin
· betrothed to Joseph
· connected to David’s line through Joseph’s house

2. (28–29) Gabriel’s greeting
Gabriel calls Mary favored, assures her God is with her, and blesses her. Mary doesn’t become proud—she becomes puzzled and careful, weighing the meaning of the words.

3. (30–33) The promise of the Messiah
Mary will conceive and bear a son named Jesus. Gabriel describes Him in unmistakably Messianic terms:
· great
· Son of the Highest
· throne of David
· eternal kingdom

4. (34–37) “How can this be?”
Mary asks how, not if. Her question is faith seeking understanding—not skepticism seeking escape.
Gabriel explains:
· the Holy Spirit will “overshadow” her (God’s power, not human means)
· the child will be called Son of God
· and as confirmation: Elizabeth is already pregnant
Then the anchor line: nothing God has spoken is powerless.

5. (38) Mary’s surrender
Mary responds with one of Scripture’s clearest examples of yielded faith:
“Let it be to me according to your word.”
She accepts the cost, the misunderstanding, and the weight of the calling because she trusts the God behind the promise.

D. Mary’s Song
1. (39–41) Mary visits Elizabeth
Mary travels a long distance to Elizabeth—because sometimes when God does something unbelievable, you need to stand near someone who can believe with you.
John leaps in Elizabeth’s womb. Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit.

2. (42–45) Elizabeth blesses Mary
Elizabeth calls Mary blessed and identifies Mary’s baby as “my Lord.”
She honors Mary’s faith: God’s promises are meant to be received, not merely admired.

3. (46–56) The Magnificat
Mary’s song overflows with Scripture language and themes—showing she is steeped in God’s Word.
Her praise celebrates:
· God’s mercy to the humble
· God’s resistance to the proud
· God’s care for the hungry and overlooked
· God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises
Mary magnifies God, not herself—and she rejoices before the miracle is “fully visible.”

E. John the Baptist Is Born
1. (57–66) John’s birth and naming
Elizabeth gives birth, and the neighborhood rejoices—fulfilling the angel’s promise.
At the naming, tradition expects “Zacharias.” Elizabeth insists: “John.”
Zacharias confirms it in writing: “His name is John.”
Immediately his speech returns—and his first words are praise. Discipline didn’t harden him; it refined him.
People begin asking: “What kind of child will this be?” And Luke gives the quiet answer: the Lord’s hand was with him.

2. (67–80) Zacharias’ prophecy (the Benedictus)
After 400 years of prophetic silence, praise erupts again through Spirit-filled prophecy.
Zacharias’ focus starts with Jesus:
· God has visited and redeemed
· salvation is rising from David’s house
· promises and covenant are being kept
· light is coming into darkness
Then he speaks to John:
· prophet of the Highest
· preparing the Lord’s ways
· pointing people to forgiveness
· guiding them into peace
John grows strong—formed in hiddenness before stepping into public purpose.
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